When most Australians think of the Pacific Islands they think of sun, sandy beaches, holidays, cocktails at sunset and happy faces. That is what tourists see in many of the Islands.  However, there is another side to life in the Pacific. 

Most people with disabilities and their families live in poverty.  They struggle to assert their right to participate in everyday experiences that we take for granted – for example, work, recreational activities, making decisions, access to health care, information and education. 

Disabled peoples’ organisations are working in all Pacific Island countries to change life for themselves and others with similar difficulties.  These organisations are run by and for people with disabilities.  

And they do this with the smiling relaxed Pacific style that we remember from our holidays.
What is APIDS?

Australia Pacific Islands Disability Support (APIDS) was established as a non-profit company in 2005 to assist disabled peoples’ organisations to contribute towards the alleviation of poverty for people with disabilities in Pacific Island countries.  
APIDS comprises volunteers with experience in disability issues.  It supports disabled peoples’ 
[image: image1]organisations to meet the objectives they have prioritized for themselves.

APIDS will assist by: 

· Initiating activities that will improve the quality of life for current and future generations

· Improving the knowledge and physical resources of people with disabilities and promoting their integration into society

· Sharing information with people with disabilities in the Pacific Islands.
· Educating the Australian community on issues related to people with disabilities in the Pacific Islands.
APIDS’ activities

APIDS aims to:

· Act as a broker between organisations and individuals in Australia who wish to support people with disabilities and disabled peoples’ organisations in the Pacific
· Facilitate voluntary work by Australian professionals to assist with the expertise required by Pacific Islands organisations
· Raise funds from Australian and international public, private and government sources 
· Support activities undertaken by Pacific Islands disabled peoples’ organisations
· Advocate to the Australian government to raise the priority of funding for disability organizations in the Pacific Islands
· Respond where possible to other opportunities to support people with disabilities and disabled peoples’ organisations in the Pacific


Supporting APIDS

APIDS is committed to the idea that people with disabilities are able to achieve their own objectives towards an inclusive, rights-based, barrier-free society.  
If you would like to support APIDS’ work, here are some suggestions:

· make a regular or ad-hoc donation – donations over A$2.00 are tax deductible
· share information which may be of benefit to disabled peoples’ organisations and their members

· organize or participate in special fundraising events

· build links between groups in Australia and Pacific Island countries

· Sign up as a member for only A$20.00 (membership fee is tax deductible). To obtain a membership form please visit http://www.apids.org/page4.htm 
· Make an Internet donation at Our Community 
http://www.ourcommunity.com.au/apids



Contact details

Mailing Address: 

APIDS

49 Rubiton Court

Gisborne, VIC 3437

Email apids@aapt.net.au
Website www.apids.org 

Secretary - Robyn James

PH 
0410 085 160

Vice Chair – Deborah Rhodes

PH 
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