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Nuanua O Le Alofa Inc members Faatino 
Masunu Utumapu (Disability Coordinator) 

left, and Milovale Lama, right, during a 
Leadership Workshop in Australia in 2008.

APIDS has partnerships 
with eight Pacific Island 
DPOs  who are advocating 
on behalf of people with 
disabilities to participate 
more actively in
their communities
and their own
organisations. Greater equality of 
access can be achieved when there is 
well-supported disability advocacy at 
local levels.  

It is often not for lack of money 
that the people with disabilities are 
marginalised and denied access to 
the things others take for granted. 
Sometimes there is simply a lack 
of recognition of disabled peoples’ 
abilities and their rights to participate 
in all aspects of life, including 
schooling, social interaction, work and 
participation in community groups. 

APIDS provides a way for Australians 
to contribute to addressing these 
challenges. The funds raised by 
APIDS will go directly to DPOs 
advocating for the basic rights of 
Pacific Islanders with disabilities. 

More information about APIDS can 
be found at www.apids.org.  Credit 
card donations may be made to 
http://www.ourcommunity.com.

au/apids or cheques to APIDS, 49 
Rubiton Court, Gisborne 3437
(Donations over $2 are tax deductible).
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Nuanua O Le Alofa Inc.

Nuanua O Le Alofa Inc.  The National 
Council For Persons With Disabilities 
In Samoa (NOLA) is an organisation 
founded in 2001 and managed by 
people with disabilities in Samoa, to 
advocate for the rights of people
with disabilities and to work together 
to improve their situation.

NOLA has asked Australia Pacific 
Islands Disability Support (APIDS) for 
funds to:

Conduct a retreat for NOLA board 
and staff in order to review the 
current constitution, formulate a 
new strategic plan for the years 
2010-2012 and revisit existing policies 
and governing process for the 
organisation providing funds to 
assist the women’s committee with 
its proposed leadership forum for 
women and girls with disabilities.
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