9/2/2010

To all Development partners of FDPA

This is just an update you all of what FDPA has been doing as well as the upcoming activities because we are really blessed with your support.

1. The Nice project which is building awareness for the disabled community of Fiji on Democracy. This is a project of UNDP and the government of Fiji and FDPA is an implementing partner of this project for persons with disabilities in Fiji. It started in November 2009 and we have covered the western side of Viti Levu. Currently we doing workshops in the central division and will be moving on to the northern side of Fiji by the end of this month. Through this project we have been able to run fifteen workshops and also established six provincial/district organizations of persons with disabilities as members of FDPA. They are as follows:

· Ra Disabled Peoples Association

· Tavualevu Disabled Peoples Association

· Bulu Disabled Peoples Association (Ba)

· Muira Disabled Peoples Association (Lautoka)

· Nadi Disabled Peoples Association

· Wai Disabled Peoples Association (Nadroga)

Currently we are conducting workshops in the central division and will be moving to the northern side of Fiji by the end of this month. The first phase of this project is supposed to be completed by the end of March and then we will move on to the next phase which supposes to cover the rest of Fiji.

2. Spinal Injury Association of Fiji which is an affiliate of FDPA networked with other development agencies for the supply of wheelchairs and other special equipments. Towards the end of January this year a 40 feet container full of wheelchairs and other equipments arrived. FDPA was involved in delivering some of the equipments to the members in the rural areas.
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Figure 1 : Wheelchair container at FNCDP Complex

[image: image2.jpg]



Figure 2: The President of Ra Disabled Peoples Association,Mr Nemani(left) receiving the  donated wheelchairs from Mr. Akuila Rewatabua,President FDPA.
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Figure 3: Nani, the Community Rehabilitation Assistant (CRA) of Nadi assisting FDPA in the delivery of wheelchairs. She plays a major role in facilitating meetings and strengthening the Nadi Disabled Peoples Community.
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Figure 4:Mr. Marika of Nadi Disabled Peoples Association enjoying the comfort of his wheelchair for the first time.
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Figure 5: Mr. Iliaseri Na Vosailagi, the President of Wai Disabled People's Association receiving the elbow crutches on behalf of his father. 
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Figure 6: A 43 year old lady of Bulu Disabled Peoples Association in Ba receives her wheelchair.
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Figure 7: The Turaga-ni-koro (village headman) of Sigatoka receives three wheelchairs for people with disabilities in the village. Their involvement is very encouraging for FDPA and for people with disabilities at the grass roots level.

3. The board training and strategic planning for the organization for the next four years held on 4/1/2010 however a small working committee was task to complete the strategic plan by the end of this month.

4. Youth Festival and capacity building workshop to mark the International persons with disabilities day. Three days program which was attended by more than one hundred youth around the country.
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Figure 8: The Director of Vodafone with some of the FDPA Youth Celebrating the International Day for Persons with Disabilities funded by Vodafone ATH foundation.

5. Capacity Building for FDPA and its affiliates and other member organizations has been top on annual plan for this year. This includes our youth and the women groups.

Thank you all our development partners for your great support 

Sumasafu Vilsoni

For FDPA Executive
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