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Firm grip ... Jone Temo has set his sights on representing Fiji to the 2011 Deaf Rugby World Cup in South Africa

Watching Lauan native Jone Temo on the rugby field, it's hard to notice his disability. Like so many young Fijian men he takes to the oval ball game like the proverbial duck to water.

However, Temo's skill with ball in hand disguises the fact the 27-year-old Matuku islander is totally deaf.

But such has been his passion for the game since childhood that Temo has never allowed his disability to stand in the way of his ability to play the game.

"I started playing rugby in my village in Matuku. Every day early in the morning, at midday and in the afternoon we'd play rugby on the village green," Temo revealed. The fact there wasn't a rugby ball never deterred Temo.

"As long as there was an empty plastic bottle or a dried coconut we'd play, anything that we could pass off as a rugby ball was fine by us."

His passion for the game coupled with him being deaf led to joining the Fiji Deaf Rugby Union in Suva as a 20-year-old in 2002. Four years later he was selected to represent the FDRU against a mixed disability side from New Zealand.

"I was over the moon when I was selected to play the Kiwis."

In fact such was Temo's excitement at being selected he isn't able to recall who won the game at the Marist Brothers High School ground.

This year Temo and his team mates have been rigorously preparing for the visit in October of the touring Southern Cross Deaf Rugby team from Australia.

The FDRU will be using the tour against the touring Australians as a build up to the 2011 Deaf Rugby World Cup to be held in South Africa. It's a tournament that Temo has his sights firmly set on.

"I understand that it won't be easy to be selected but I am working hard towards achieving my goal and to fulfill my dream."

