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	Proposed Question
	Recommendation

	What steps is Samoa taking to establish an office of public defender, and to make legal assistance available to those who cannot afford to pay for it?


	[bookmark: _Ref149194288]Encourage the Government of Samoa to:
1Create community legal centres to provide free legal assistance according to established criteria relating to need, such assistance including information and education about legal and human rights to those who cannot afford private representation
2 Establish an office of public defender to improve equal access to justice.



	What steps has Samoa taken to ensure that the justice system does not have a disproportionately harsh effect on juvenile offenders?
 

	Samoa should remove this reservation to the ICCPR and should ensure that all juvenile offenders are treated according to the provisions of the ICCPR.



	What steps is Samoa taking to ensure that the office of Ombudsman is adequately resourced to fulfil current and future needs?

	That Samoa make the Ombudsman more accessible to Samoans by: (1) Educating the public about the role of the Ombudsman; (2) Ensuring, in its roadmap towards a Human Rights Commission (initially to be housed in the office of the Ombudsman), that the office is adequately resourced; and (3) Considering expanding the role of Ombudsman to investigate complaints concerning the private sector.



	What is Samoa doing to ensure that all Samoans are equal by law, and to prevent discrimination against groups not benefiting from constitutional protection?
 

	That Samoa enact comprehensive equality legislation that addresses all prohibited grounds of discrimination, promotes substantive equality and provides effective remedies against systemic and intersectional discrimination.
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