Samoa’s UPR: Recommendations referring to disability made during its UPR on 9 May 2011

Summary: 14 countries made recommendations on disability. Countries that made recommendations that were accepted include: Morocco, Slovenia, Ecuador, Algeria, Costa Rica, Philippines, Mexico. Countries that made recommendations that were accepted (but considered already in process) were Chile, New Zealand, Australia, Costa Rica. Countries that made recommendations that will be decided on by the September 2011 Council session were New Zealand, Australia, Thailand, Slovakia, Germany, Spain, and Ecuador.
73. The following recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue have been examined by Samoa and enjoy its support:

73.1. Consider, in a progressive manner and with the necessary technical assistance, the ratification of the principal outstanding international human rights instruments (Chile);

73.2. Consider ratifying international human rights conventions, which it is not yet a party to (Nicaragua);

73.3. Consider ratifying, as soon as possible, fundamental international human rights instruments and their protocols to which Samoa is not yet a party (Brazil);

73.7. Consider the possibility of ratifying the convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and, meanwhile, pursue its efforts aimed at promoting the rights of persons with disabilities and their access to public places (Morocco);

73.8. Consider ratifying (Slovenia), consider the possibility of acceding and/or ratifying (Ecuador) the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Slovenia, Ecuador), and its Optional Protocol (Ecuador)

73.10. Consider the possibility of acceding to the main universal human rights treaties to which Samoa is not a party, including ICERD, CESCR and CRPD, by seeking if need be technical assistance from OHCHR (Algeria);

73.11. Consider signing and ratifying international instruments to which it is not a party, especially International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment and its Optional Protocol, and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Costa Rica);

73.12. Consider ratification of other core human rights treaties, such as the International Covenant on Social, Economic and Cultural Rights and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Philippines);

73.13. Enact the Family Safety Bill without delay (New Zealand);

73.14. Deepen the harmonization process of its internal norms in light of the international human rights standards and commitments in order to guarantee equal rights between men and women in all areas of social life (Argentina);

73.15. Pursue its efforts to establish a Human Rights Commission in accordance with the Paris Principles before its next UPR in 2015 (Canada);

73.16. Establish as the earliest a national human rights institution compliant with the Paris Principles (France);

73.17. Consider the possibility of establishing a national human rights institution in accordance with the Paris Principles (Argentina);

73.18. Establish a national human rights institution in order to further strengthen its human rights policies (Thailand);

73.19. Establish a national human rights institution in compliance with the Paris Principles (Spain);

73.20. Expedite the establishment of an NHRI in compliance with the Paris Principles, while taking into account Samoa’s characteristics, including its culture, policies and legislation (Indonesia);

73.21. Establish an independent national human rights institution in compliance with the Paris Principles (South Africa);

73.22. Consider the establishment of a National Human Rights Institution in accordance with the Paris Principles (Costa Rica);

73.23. Envisage the establishment of the national human rights institution in compliance with the Paris Principles (Morocco);

73.24. Continue to seriously consider setting up a national human rights institution (Philippines);

73.26. Continue to seek technical cooperation and assistance from the international community, such as the Office for High Commissioner for Human Rights and the United Nations Population Fund in relevant areas, particularly capacity building for preparing its national reports under human rights conventions to which Samoa is a party (Thailand);

73.27. Request the OHCHR for assistance in preparing a Common Core document to streamline treaty reporting (Maldives);

73.28. Issue a standing invitation to United Nations special procedures (Slovenia); consider extending a standing invitation to the United Nations special procedures (Brazil);

73.29. Implement fully the recommendations of the Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, including by increasing efforts to improve the provision of sexual and reproductive health services so as to reduce maternal morbidity and prevent teenage pregnancies (Slovenia);

73.30. Conduct awareness-raising activities to change socio-cultural practices and stereotypes, which impinge on gender equality (Argentina);

73.31. Further enhance measures against violence against women and children, including by ensuring appropriate assistance to victims and active detection efforts by law enforcement authorities (Japan);

73.32. Criminalize immediately rape within marriage (Norway);

73.34. Support the work of organizations devoted to promote accessibility and the rights of persons with disabilities (Mexico);

73.39. Take further measures to ensure that all children enjoy their right to a free and compulsory primary education (Morocco);

73.40. Seek to enhance its programmes on human rights education and training in schools and for public officials, in cooperation with the international community (Philippines);

73.42. Involve civil society organizations in the follow-up to this review (United Kingdom);

74. The following recommendations enjoy the support of Samoa which considers that they are already implemented or in the process of implementation:
74.1. Ratify the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (Norway);

74.2. Endorse and promote the National Policy for Women, which addresses issues of discrimination against women, and ensure the speedy enactment of the Family Safety Bill 2009 (Canada);

74.3. Continue the process towards a speedy implementation of the Family Safety Bill, currently considered, which will render effective the relevant provisions of the convention on the Eliminatino of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women and the convention on the Rights of the Child relating to domestic violence issues (Chile);

74.4. Consider elaborating norms relating to persons with disabilities (Chile);

74.5. Continue harmonising its national legislation in line with commitments assumed at the international level (Nicaragua);

74.6. Give high priority to the work of the National Disabilities Taskforce (New Zealand);

74.7. Strengthen the institutional infrastructure for ensuring, promoting and protecting human rights (Ecuador);

74.8. Finalise the National Policy for Women in a reasonable time (Hungary);

74.9. Fully implement the National Disability Policy (Australia);

74.10. Further enhance national policies to promote the rights of women (Philppines);

74.11. Design specific policies to improve the situation of women in the Samoan society and political life (Spain);

74.14. Develop efficient and transparent mechanisms to prevent violence, particularly against women, girls and boys and ensure that these mechanisms have the necessary capacity and resources to tackle this issue (Mexico);

74.15. Prioritise legislation on women’s rights and domestic violence, and implement domestic policies aimed at eliminating violence against women (Australia);

74.16. Amend its domestic law to criminalise domestic violence (United Kingdom);

74.17. Conduct additional campaigns to elevate public awareness about domestic violence, similar to Samoa’s “Say No to Rape Campaign” (United States of America);

74.18. Implement policies to ensure the promotion of the rights of women and children, specifically in combating domestic violence and ending discrimination against women (South Africa);

74.28. Enhance the rights of women regarding civic participation (Turkey);

74.29. Use the Universal Periodic Review process to better involve the civil society for the further promotion and protection of human rights in its country 8Hungary);

74.30. Introduce necessary measures in the field of anti-discrimination and equal remuneration for men and women for work of equal value (Turkey);

74.31. Implement inclusion measures that ensure access for people with disabilities to better employment opportunities (Costa Rica);

75. The following recommendations will be examined by Samoa which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 18th session of t Human Rights Council in September 2011. The response of Samoa to these recommendations will be included in the outcome report adopted by the Human Rights Council at its 18th session in September 2011.

75.1. Accede to further international human rights treaties (Turkey);

75.13. Ratify and implement the convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (New Zealand);

75.14. Accede to the convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Australia);

75.15. Ratify and implement the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and ensure non-discrimination against persons with disabilities by, among others, developing a specific legislation regarding the rights of persons with disabilities and providing adequate resources, including technical assistance, to the recently established Taskforce Committee (Thailand);

75.16. Ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, fully incorporating provisions of the Convention into its national legislation (Slovakia);

75.17. Sign and ratify (Germany) (Spain) the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Germany, Spain) and its Optional Protocol (Germany);

75.21. Consider the possibility of incorporate progressively in its domestic legislation the provisions set out in the international instruments mentioned in paragraphs 74.4, 73.5, 73.6, 73.8 [note- 73.8. mentions the CRPD], 75.7, 75.11, and 75.18, once it has proceeded to their ratification (Ecuador);

75.31. Introduce amendment to its domestic legislation and administrative regulations aimed at eradicating all forms of discrimination against women, children, persons with disabilities and in general, all human groups at disadvantage (Ecuador);
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